
Gloria Swanson defined 
what it meant to be a movie star, but her 
unforgettable role in Sunset Boulevard over-
shadowed the true story of her life. Now 
Stephen Michael Shearer sets the record 
straight in the first in-depth biography of the 
film legend.

Swanson was Hollywood’s first successful 
glamour queen. Her stardom as an actress in 
the mid-1920s earned her millions of fans and 
millions of dollars. Realizing her box office 
value early in her career, she took control of 
her life. Soon she was not only producing her 
own films, she was choosing her scripts, select-
ing her leading men, casting her projects, 
creating her own fashions, guiding her public-
ity,  and living an extravagant and sometimes 
extraordinary celebrity lifestyle. 

She also collected a long line of lovers 
(including Joseph P. Kennedy) and married 
men of her choosing (including a French mar-
quis, thus becoming America’s first member 
of  “nobility”). As a devoted and loving mother, 
she managed a quiet success of raising three 
children. Perhaps most important, as a keen 
businesswoman she also was able to extend 
her career more than sixty years. 

Her astounding comeback as Norma 
Desmond in Billy Wilder’s Sunset Boulevard 
catapulted her back into the limelight. But it 
also created her long-misunderstood persona, 
one that this meticulous biography shows was 
only part of this independent and unparal-
leled woman.
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He has written for the Las Vegas Review-
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Praise for

Beautiful: The Life of Hedy Lamarr 

“A fascinating biography that re-creates Hollywood’s Golden Age of Glamour.” 
––Publishers Weekly 

 
“Much more than a standard Hollywood biography.”  ––Edge Magazine 

 
“In Beautiful, Mr. Shearer writes with humor and has fun with some of the glorious 

nonsense of Lamarr’s movies.”  ––The Wall Street Journal

Praise for

Patricia Neal: An Unquiet Life

“Shearer is to be congratulated for this account of Neal’s life. . . . Anyone interested 
in movies as well as U.S. social history will treasure this volume about an 

extraordinary actress and lady.”  ––New York Daily News 
 

“This impressively researched biography of film actress Patricia Neal
 covers an immensity of material.”  ––Deseret Morning News 

 
“Shearer delivers an inspiring look at the professional triumphs and personal 

tragedies that define one of Hollywood’s legendary stars.”
––Des Moines Sunday Register 
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